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13th Biennial Business Meeting – 29 January, 2010
University of Otago, Dunedin, NZ
1. Opening and Welcome Address by the President

The President, Professor Robert Robson, opened the meeting at 2.15 pm and welcomed members along with Dr Katrin Amian representing the Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung.
2.
Roll Call and Apologies
Member Attendance List:
Kathy Andrews (KA)
(QLD) 

John Bennett

(VIC)

David Black

(NSW)

Klaus Bremhorst
(QLD)

Gary Bryant (GB)
(VIC)

Stewart Campbell
(ACT)

Andrew Cheetham
(NSW)

Juan Cooper

(QLD)

Ralf Dietzgen

(QLD)

Kaye Double (KD)
(NSW)

Mike Fellows

(NSW)

Trevor Finlayson
(VIC)

Majella Franzmann
(NZ but WA (as from 24 May, 2010))

Murray Hamilton
(SA)

Peter Hempenstall
(NSW/NZ)

Roger Hillman

(ACT)

Ian Lambert

(ACT)

David McMillan
(QLD)

Gabrielle McMullen
(VIC)

John Milfull

(NSW)

John Nelson

(VIC)

Maria Nowotny
(NSW)

Roger Read

(NSW)

Judith Reinhard
(QLD)

Chris Rizos

(NSW)

Robert Robson
(QLD)

Susanne Schmidt
(QLD)

Peter Schwerdtfeger
(SA)

John Storey

(NSW)

Keeva Vozoff

(NSW)

Shaowu Zhang
(ACT)

Apologies:
Rolf Beilharz

(VIC)

George Gream

(SA)

Peter Jarvis

(TAS)

Patrick Kluth (PK)
(ACT)

Paul Lennox

(NSW)

Julian Lower

(ACT)

Also in attendance for part of meeting:
Katrin Amian

(AvHF, Bonn)

3. 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the last meeting, held on 11th September 2007 at Australian Catholic University, Melbourne, were ratified.

4.
Matter Arising from the Minutes

4.1 Web site

It was moved (Gabrielle McMullen), seconded (Murray Hamilton) and carried unanimously, that the meeting acknowledges the excellent work done by Patrick Kluth, Kay Double and Kathy Andrews in establishing the new AAvHFs website.

Peter Schwerdtfeger added his compliments to the work which has been done by the current Webmaster, Patrick Kluth.  He suggested that all historical aspects which had been on the previous website could be re-installed on to the current site since he had passed on the relevant files.

Action:  PK
In discussing the website, it was acknowledged that it would be very helpful for all members for the Association to recognize Patrick Kluth officially as the Webmaster and that this should be added to the Executive Committee positions outlined on the Association website.  (Moved: Gabrielle McMullen, seconded: Trevor Finlayson, carried unanimously.)

Action:  PK
4.2 AAvHF membership by “Young” AvHFs

Rob Robson drew attention to the list of current Australian vHFs which had been made available from the Foundation and which he had distributed to State Representatives.  It was hoped that specific persons on this list might be followed up.

There was a suggestion from Keeva Vozoff that in addition to the website, the Webmaster might be invited to investigate “new media” as well.  However, other comments on this matter implied that young researchers preferred to keep separate their “professional” and “social” activities, preferring a website for the former and other media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) for the latter.

However, it was agreed that Patrick Kluth, Kay Double and Kathy Andrews would discuss this matter further. 

Action:  PK, KD and KA
4.3 Associate membership
This matter had been discussed at the previous biennial meeting and it was agreed that Article 3 of the AAvHFs Constitution both allowed for Associate membership and stated clearly the rights of Associate Members. [Sections 3(d) and (e)] 

5.
President’s Report
A file of the President’s Report to the meeting is attached (File: President’s Report_January 2010.doc).  

In summary, Rob expressed the appreciation of all members of the Australian Association to Professor Peter Schwerdtfeger for his years of work as inaugural Association President.  He pointed out that we all owe a great debt of gratitude to Peter for his work since our inception in 1983 and our success as a regional vH Association was a measure of Peter’s efforts.  
He expressed his sincere thanks to all members of the National Executive Committee for their support since he had taken over as President from Peter in April, 2009.  There had been much to do during this time in liaising with our NZ colleagues in the lead-up to the combined Biennial Meeting, and he acknowledged the assistance of Vice-President, Gabrielle McMullen and Treasurer, Gary Bryant, in this task.  He particularly thanked Julian Lower who had been Secretary since 2005, but, who, for personal reasons, had had to step down from this position in late 2009.  He thanked Trevor Finlayson for offering to take over as Acting Secretary during the last couple of months.  He regretted that Patrick Kluth had been unable to come to this biennial meeting but acknowledged the work he was doing as Webmaster.

He briefly outlined his visit to the AvHF, Bonn, in December, 2008, when he had discussions with Dr. Stefan Mehlich concerning interactions between the Foundation and our Association.  He noted Dr. Katrin Amian’s involvement in the current meeting as a favouable indication for the future.  (It was further noted that Dr. Amian is Dr. Mehlich’s successor as the person responsible for the Australian region.)

His report also made mention of various Association activities for the future.  (Refer to later specific agenda items.)

At this point the President invited Dr. Amian to address the meeting.

5.1 Address by Dr. Katrin Amian

Dr. Amian outlined the restructuring which had taken place in the Foundation since 2005.  Her regional responsibilities now extend to Australia, New Zealand, USA and Canada.  She was delighted to have been given the opportunity to accompany Professor Schwartz to this combined regional meeting and looked forward to improved relations with both the Australian and New Zealand Associations as a result.

She provided details of some recent restructuring of AvH Awards and Fellowships and drew attention to her conference presentation in the programme for Saturday.

In responding to a specific question concerning the status of German studies in Australian universities, Dr. Amian emphasized that the AvHF placed no emphasis on particular fields of study and that in awarding Fellowships, there were no “quotas” set for specific fields of research.

5.2 Comments by Professor Peter Schwerdtfeger

Professor Schwerdtfeger responded to the remarks from the President.  He thanked him for his kind words and emphasized that his association with the AvHF, which dated from his original fellowship in 1969 at the University of Köln, had been one of the most rewarding experiences of his career.  He had always felt that he was in the debt of the AvH, not only for supporting him through the award of both his initial Fellowship and a Renewal Fellowship in 1976, but for engendering in him with an appreciation and respect for research done across different disciplines.  He expressed a sincere hope that his fellow “Fellows” in the Association felt likewise.  In closing, he wished Robert Robson well as the ongoing President on the Association.    
6.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Associate Professor Gary Bryant spoke to his report and the detailed file (File:  AAvH_Financial_Statement_Dunedin.pdf) is attached.  In summary it shows a current balance of $21,629.22 (as at 25 January, 2010).
In presenting his report, Gary raised the question of what the Association might do with its current funds which at present reside in an ordinary bank account.  This will be a matter for the incoming Executive Committee.

Action:  GB
The acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was moved by Gary Bryant, second Gabrielle McMullen and carried unanimously.

It was also moved, Rob Robson, seconded, Gary Bryant (and carried) that the Australian Association should pay an increased contribution to travel to those Australian Association members in attendance who had applied previously for a subsidy, but who were not presenting papers.  These sums should be based on the nominal airfares from the respective members’ home cities, according to figures previously supplied to applicants.  (It was noted that travel subsidies for Australian members presenting papers were being covered by the funding to the conference from the AvHF and these reimbursements were being dealt with by the University of Otago administrative staff who were assisting with the conference organisation.)
Action:  GB
In speaking on this issue, Professor Majella Franzmann pointed out that it appeared that funding from the AvHF for regional meetings of this kind is likely to increase in the future.

7.
Election of Executive Committee (2010-2011)
The Acting Secretary noted that in response to his distribution of a form calling for nominations in December, formal nominations had been received from Kay Double (NSW), Gabrielle McMullen (Vic) and Trevor Finlayson (Vic).  In addition to these the following nominations were accepted from the floor:

Rob Robson (Qld), David McMillan (Qld), Kathy Andrews (Qld), Maria Nowotny (NSW), Patrick Kluth (ACT), Gary Bryant (Vic), Peter Jarvis (Tas), Murray Hamilton (SA) and Magella Franzmann (WA).

As this number of nominations equaled the number required (Article 4(a) of the Constitution), all were declared elected.
It should be noted that, as required by the constitution [Article 4(a)] a subsequent meeting of the newly elected Executive Committee was held on 30 January, 2010, specifically to elect a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer to hold office for the period January, 2010 till December, 2011.  It was attended by Gabrielle McMullen, Trevor Finlayson, Rob Robson, David McMillan, Kathy Andrews, Maria Nowotny, Gary Bryant, Murray Hamilton and Majella Franzmann.  The following were nominated and elected unopposed.

President:

Rob Robson

Vice-President:
Gabrielle McMullen

Secretary:

Trevor Finlayson

Treasurer:

Gary Bryant

While the constitution does not allow for an Assistant Secretary, it should be noted that Murray Hamilton had agreed to fulfill this role should the need arise during the life of the current Executive Committee. 
8.
General Business

8.1 Committee composition – Past President

At the suggestion from Rob Robson, it was moved (Kay Double) seconded (Murray Hamilton) and carried unanimously, that Professor Peter Schwerdtfeger should be recognized as the Past President of the Association and that the Past President become an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.  This position should be added to the Association website.

Action:  PK

8.2 Mentoring programme with DAAD
A document entitled “AAvHF mentoring scheme proposal” (see attached file:  AAvH mentoring scheme proposal Oct 2009.doc) outlining a proposal by Kay Double, Rob Robson and Dr. Andreas Jäger (DAAD, National Coordinator) for the involvement of AAvHF members in the mentoring of “young DAAD researchers”, had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Kay spoke to the document and outlined a plan whereby she would coordinate a scheme of mentoring at institutions in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Canberra.  She would be pleased to hear from any AAvHFs members who would be willing to be involved.

Stewart Campbell enquired about possible legal responsibilities which may arise from such mentoring in some institutions.  Kay promised to seek further advice on such a potential problem

Action:  KD
8.3 Peter Schwerdtfeger award: determination of selection criteria

A proposal to establish an award named after the Association’s inaugural President had been put forward.and two suggestions for the basis of such an award had been proposed:
(i)   To a member who has given outstanding service to the Association; or

(ii)  To a younger member who had achieved significant distinction in research.

Peter Schwerdtfeger expressed the view that he felt honoured, flattered but happy that the Association would consider instigating such an award.  Several opinions were expressed from the floor regarding the “pros and cons” of either (i) or (ii) after which the matter was put to a vote.  With one exception (ii) was preferred and the incoming Executive Committee was empowered to resolve suitable criteria for the award.

Action:  Executive Committee
8.4 Distinguished members
The attention of the meeting was drawn to an AAvHFs website page entitled “distinguished members”.  It presently contains some biodetails and achievements of Professors Peter Schwerdtfeger and Elspeth McLachlan.  While it seemed fine for these to be on the website, it was clear that for the practice to continue in a “professional” manner, some specific criteria should be drawn up, which could serve as a basis for any future entries.  

Gabrielle McMullen suggested that a small group should be formed to arrive at a set of criteria to be put to members.  John Milfull expressed his opposition to such an activity by the Association on the grounds that many awards for “distinguished services” in academia and the community already existed.  David Black suggested that persons should be nominated to the Executive and the Executive should then decide on each individual case.  Roger Read also favoured this approach but suggested a nomination should come from two members.  Maria Nowotny made an alternative suggestion for a “regular news reel” whereby achievements of any member should be posted on the website.

Rob Robson thanked the meeting for the discussion and suggested that, on account of the time constraints, this matter should be left to the Executive Committee for further discussion, with the aim of bringing some firm recommendations to the next Biennial Meeting.

Action:  Executive Committee
8.5 Humboldt lecture series and other initiatives

Rob Robson put this to the meeting as a future initiative.  There was general agreement for the idea that the Association should promote either a lecture series or one guest lecturer who might visit various states under the auspices of the AAvHFs.  Again, on account of time constraints on the meeting, it was agreed that the incoming Executive Committee should resolve some details to be put to the membership.

Action:  Executive Committee

8.6
Humboldt networking initiative
The attention of the meeting was drawn to the recently introduced “AvH Networking Grants” and the question was asked as to whether the Association should promote such an application.  Time prevented any further discussion of this item  
8.7
Constitution
It was resolved that Article 3 ‑ Membership should be amended to read (modification underlined):

“(a) Membership shall be open to any Australian resident who is, or has been at any time, an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow or a Feodor-Lynen Fellow.”

8.8
Promotion of AvH Fellowships and Awards

The time allowed for the Business Meeting having expired, the above three items of Business will be taken up by the incoming Executive Committee.

Action 8.6, 8.7 & 8.8:  Executive Committee  

10.
Venue and Time of Next Meeting

Kay Double offered to host the next Biennial Meeting of the AAvHFs at the Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute in Sydney and this offer was accepted.  It was agreed that the meeting would be held in 2011, given that the January, 2010 date for the current joint meeting with the NZAvHFs was an exception.  A precise date in 2011 would be advised but reversion to the September time of some recent meetings appeared to be a preference for most members.  David Black mentioned 2011 as being “the year of Chemistry” which could serve as the focus for the next meeting.

11.
Closure

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Minute Taking

Associate Professor Trevor Finlayson

Acting Secretary
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